














Foster youth gather at the Kukui Center every Wednesday for the "You Are in Charge" program.

Foster Youth move forward
despite loss of funding

The Hawaii Foster Youth Coalition (HFYC) mission is to “em-
power youth voices in the community and state to advocate and
support current and former displaced youth.”

HFYC moved into the Kukui Center in January 2009. Kids Hurt
Too Hawaii brought the youth led organization under its non-profit
status because we offered peer support and mentoring opportuni-
ties for transitioning foster youth, which matched their mission.

These young people led the way for current and former foster youth

Helping divorcing
couples focus on
needs of children

Every day at the the Mediation Center of the Pacific, we help
people talk and resolve conflicts creatively. Rather than fighting it
out in court, mediation enables divorcing and unmarried couples
with children to take their time to share their concerns and
perspectives and agree on plans that meet the specific needs of their
children.

Having the opportunity to meet in a safe, private environment,
and take as much time as needed to be heard, sets the stage for
creative problem solving. One client, a 33 year old male roofer
who participated in a paternity mediation shared, “7he judge
don’t want to hear it, they want you to get to the point. With
the mediator, I can tell the story and go on and on. Ireally

appreciate the mediator.”

to have a safe, supportive drop in center that caters to the needs of
transition age youth.

Since locating to the Kukui Center, HFYC became more visible,
reaching over 870 displaced youth on Oahu; and more than a thou-
sand statewide. The coalition has made significant changes to the
foster care community and helped develop resources to meet needs
identified by youth.

Now, we face the loss of state funding that sustained this unique
and meaningful opportunity for youth to have a voice and help
improve the foster care system for the past 12 years. The Coalition’s
youth-led board unanimously agreed to keep moving forward and
raise money on their own. They started with a car wash in November.

Now, we need to reach out to others and ask if they are able to
help HFYC. Donations will help maintain Oahu's only drop-in cen-
ter for foster youth so they have a place to shine, grow in confidence,
and learn from mentors.

HFYC’s new initiatives for 2014 respond to the real challenges
that youth leaving care experience. We have a voice and, with
HFYC, we are heard.

We hope that funders hear our plea for support, donating through
PayPal at the Kids Hurt Too Hawaii website: kidshurtoo.org or
sending a check to Kids Hurt Too Hawaii at the Kukui Center and
designating it for HFYC.

Mediators help the parties focus on the needs of their children,
enabling them to create and agree to co-parenting plans that take
into consideration their unique situations. For example, a 39
year old female participant in a paternity mediation stated: “7
appreciate the mediator for taking time to hear out our different
sides of the situation and for helping us resolve our differences
with scheduling, and working together for our son’s interest.”

Equally important, the parties learn a new way of talking to one
another, which improves their communication and enables them
to make decisions together in the future about their children. A
27 year old woman who participated in a paternity mediation
commented: “Our mediators were amazing. We never talked so
much and agreed on something in 8 months! Thank you.” And
finally, a 29 year old female who participated in another paternity
mediation case stated: “My hope is that this agreement will help
us to move forward and to communicate better. This will greatly

benefit our daughter now and for the long-term.”



left the island. Then she rented a room in the home of a stranger
in Waimanalo. But this situation seemed questionable and Nicole
needed something more stable.

Nicole embraced an opportunity to have her own affordable one
bedroom apartment in the Hale Pauahi Towers (HPT) through the
Independent Living Program at Hale Kipa. She is now living in
her very first apartment in downtown Honolulu, fully enjoying her
independence and experiencing less stress.

After moving in, she got a new job right down the street from her
new apartment. She loves living downtown because she can walk to
restaurants and shops, and can even walk to work.

"I love it! I feel more responsible, more in charge of myself. I was
usually counting on my auntie before. I want her to come over to
visit and to see how proud of me she will be." She reports that her
furnishings are simple and she is still trying to collect up a number

of kitchen items, but she couldn't be happier now that she has a

Nicole is happy to be home at ber new aparnt.

place to call her own.

Form er foster youth ﬁ N d sa In collaboration with HPT and the City and County of

Honolulu, Hale Kipa holds the lease on several affordable units and

place Of her own to Ca " home then sublets the units to the young adults in our program who pay

Nicole is a young lady who aged out of the foster care system. for their own clectricity while paying rent to Hale Kipa.

With limited housing options and a slight disability, she The youth are able to remain in the unit for approximately one

participated in a couple of different programs that offered her a year, and often transition successfully into their own units in the

community with all of the experience of independent living under

their belt.

Myths surrounding child .l ]
abuse, sexual assault

and domestic violence

The myths about child abuse, domestic violence and sexual assault can sound very convincing. Believing these myths prevents us from

place to live. She rented a room from her auntie until her auntie

understanding how the violence works and what we can do about it. Social belief in such misinformation often keeps victims silent, stops
communities from identifying offenders, and fosters barriers to effective prevention. Knowing about these myths helps us understand the
reality of how these issues impact us and our communities.
The misconception that child abuse and/or sexual/domestic violence are not major problems can be countered with
important — and staggering -- statistics:
* In 2012, DHS in Hawai’i received 3948 reports of child abuse.
e Every day in the U.S. nearly 5 children die from abuse or neglect.
* 1in7 women in Hawaii are raped each year.
e Every two minutes in the US someone is sexually assaulted.
* 1in 3 women and 1 in 4 men experience rape, physical violence and/or stalking by an intimate partner during their lifetimes.
* 50,000 women a year experience domestic violence in Hawai'i.
* 15 million children witness domestic violence each year.

Joyful Heart believes we have to shed light on these issues and speak the truth about the violence to counter myths and stereotypes. You
can help by challenging misconceptions about abuse. This helps to validate the experiences of survivors while changing attitudes that will
eventually stop the violence. Together we can create a community free from violence where children and all people are cherished, living in

peace and safety.
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